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……………………………………………………………… 
Finally the long cold winter is over (we hope) and within the next month, clubs will be back into full 
swing and beginning the summer sailing season. A number of keen Optimist sailors have already renewed 
their Optimist Association membership for the season. All Opti sailors who sail in regattas must join – do 
it now to ensure you receive all the information about what is happening on the Opti Sailing Scene in NZ 
and internationally. (Membership form is attached with this newsletter). When you get your membership 
sticker you will see it acknowledges the NZ International Yachting Trust for their longstanding and 
valuable support of the NZ Optimist Team to the World Championship.  

  

UPCOMING EVENTS:

  

Icebreaker Regatta: Saturday Sept 11th - Lake Pupuke, Auckland 
Open and Green fleet Optimists racing. Come along and meet with the winning Opti Worlds Team sailors 
and hear their coach Hamish Willcox share his Worlds and Olympic experiences. Briefing at 9.15am and 
first race start at 10am. NOR and entry form on www.murraysbay.org

 

 Call Peter Dawson for details 
dawsonhome@paradise.net.nz.  Entries received before Sept 7th will get a $5 discount!!!  

Volvo Winter Champs:  September 24th, 25th and 26th at Murrays Bay SC, Auckland. 
All junior and youth classes racing including Open and Green fleet Optimists. NOR and entry form at 
www.murraysbay.org . Sailors coming from Wellington, Nelson and Far North so expect top fleets. This 
premier Murrays Bay regatta has major sponsorship from Musto and Volvo so there will be amazing 
prizes. Contact Dave Barnes 09 410-5713 or dave.dbn@xtra.co.nz with any queries.   

http://www.murraysbay.org
http://www.murraysbay.org


Fistful of Dollars: October 9th, 2004 at Torbay Sailing Club, Auckland. 
No Green Fleet - Open Optimist Fleet only. NOR on www.torbay_sailing_club.org.nz

  
Hibiscus Coast Youth Regatta: Manly Sailing Club on Saturday October 16th. 
NOR on Yachting New Zealand website www.yachtingnz.org

    
North Island Optimist Champs will be held at Lake Taupo Yacht Club on November 20th and 21st 

2004. Notice of Race and entry form is attached. Please get your entry in promptly this year as no entries 
will be accepted after 5pm on Monday November 15th, 2004.   
You will need to renew your subscription to the Optimist Assoc for this season to enter this event. A 
membership form is also attached, so you can complete both entry and membership at the same time. 

   

South Island Optimist Champs will be held at Nelson Yacht Club on February 26th and 27th 2005. 
Please note the change of venue from Timaru to Nelson.

 

Details to follow later in season. 

  

ARE YOU A GREEN FLEETER?

  

We have received a number of recent enquiries about the current green fleet criteria as sailors are 
preparing to enter the North Island Champs – so here it is.   

NZIODA Current Official Green Fleet Policy

  

Skippers may not have been placed in more than two green fleet regattas in the top three overall. 

 

Skippers should be in their first or second year of sailing. 

 

Skippers who have raced in an Optimist National Championship are ineligible for green fleet if they 
finish in the top half of the fleet.  

RESULTS:

 

Waimakariri Winter Series:

 

Congratulations to all those South Island Sailors who braved the freezing temperatures and raced in this 
series over the winter. The winner was Kate Waghorn from Naval Point, 2nd - Brittany Wornall from Mt 
Pleasant YC, 3rd - Hannah Reeves from Christchurch YC. This was not an event exclusively for the girls 
as the results suggest, but obviously they are a very tough & talented bunch down there. Go the girls!! 
BOP Steve’s Marine Winter Series – Tauranga:

 

A range of conditions for this 3 month series meant noticeable improvement in the sailors over the winter. 
Green Fleet: 1st – Oscar Rorvik (Tga), 2nd – Ben Rogers (Tga), 3rd – Syne Stimpson (Taupo) 
Open Fleet: 1st – James Turner (Taupo), 2nd – Michael Turney (Tga), 3rd – Jordan Coles (Tga) 
First girl – Amy Christophers (Tga) 
Lake Pupuke Winter Series, Auckland:

 

Some hardy Auckland sailors have been sailing at Lake Pupuke most Sundays throughout the winter. The 
Worlds Opti Team used it for training regattas before they left to take on the world. Results for the series 
can be seen on www.pupuke.org  Thanks to John Dowsett and all the team at Pupuke who give up their 
Sundays to give the sailors the chance to improve their skills and stay sharp over the winter. 
Wellington Winter Series:

 

No results sent through from Wellington before this newsletter was circulated. Hope you haven’t all 
blown away over the winter!!    

http://www.torbay_sailing_club.org.nz
http://www.pupuke.org


 
BIG TOP SAILS :

  

EX-OPTIMISTS SHINE IN ATHENS

  

78% of the skippers of the medal winning boats at the 2004 Olympics were former Optimist sailors. And 
over 70% of these had sailed in IODA World and continental championships. 
This is more than double the percentage four years ago in Sydney. In the monohull dinghies all the 
skippers were ex-Optimist except for two who started in the Cadet. This increase mostly reflects the 
increasing spread of the Optimist in the age group from which the medallists come. As older 
"pre-Optimist" sailors retire, their place is being taken by those who didhave the opportunity to sail our 
little boat. 
Statistics about the total number of Olympic boat-skippers have been harder to collect but it is known that 
at least 60% of them were ex-Optimists and almost 70% of these were former Optimist internationals. 
Almost all the medallists were in their second or third Olympics. It is therefore promising that there were 
several young first-timers who achieved good results, most notably Shen Xiaoying (CHN), Victoria 
Kraviotis (GRE), Sven Coster (NED) and Nico Delle Karth (AUT), all of 
course former Optimist sailors. 
The full chart of ex-Opti Olympic medallists is at http://www.optiworld.org/exopolyfull.html

 

Robert Wilkes – President IODA  

NEWS OF NEW CALEDONIANS:

  

Remember Corentin Guegan and Malo Leseigneur from Noumea?  
They love New Zealand and have sailed at several Nationals here including the Nationals at Worser Bay 
where they finished in 4th place and 7th place respectively. 
Corentin has just gone on to win the French Nationals and Malo was in 10th place. 
For more international optimist news - log onto www.optiworld.org

    
From the Chief Measurer  

At the Annual General Meeting of the International Optimist Dinghy Association a new rule was 
passed which will make illegal any sail where the leech deviates more than +5 or -10 mm from a 
straight line between the peak and the top batten, between the top and bottom battens and between the 
bottom batten and the clew. 

 

This will make the new “Big Top” sails illegal.   

 

This rule takes effect from January 1st 2005 in New Zealand, and from March 1st 2005 
internationally.     

 

There will be no grandfathering of existing sails!   After these dates all sails will have to 
comply with the new rules. I understand that it is very easy to alter existing sails to comply 
with the new rules. 

 

The last major regatta in New Zealand at which the “Big Tops” will be able to be used will 
be the North Island Championships at Taupo in November. 

Anybody purchasing a new sail between now and the end of the year should make sure it either 
complies with the new rules or the supplier will have it altered to comply. 
Sails will be checked at major regattas including the Nationals. 
On a positive note it seems that in the development of these sails the makers have also made other 
beneficial design changes which they will no doubt put into their new sails anyway. 
Mike Judd 
Chief Measurer

 

(Ph 09 535-6107)  mj.la.judd@clear.net.nz

  

http://www.optiworld.org/exopolyfull.html
http://www.optiworld.org



