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……………………………………………………………. 
While some of you have enjoyed a few weeks off sailing the 10 sailors comprising  the Worlds 
Team and the Asean Team have been training together every weekend as they build up for their 
regattas. Under the watch and expert eyes of Matt Davies and Andrew Wills they have circulated 
to different clubs and waters. The coaching has been videoed and NZIODA intend to produce a 
DVD to be available to clubs and coaches in NZ so all sailors can share in the knowledge and 
expertise of these coaches and this group of sailors. Martin Tasker and TV1, will be at Lake 
Pupuke this Sunday doing a story on the Worlds Team so get along there and sail with them. 
And now winter seems to have really set in… but there are still sailing events and winter series 
that you can participate in. Find out what’s going on in your region and don’t just pack the Opti 
away – by sailing all year round you will see huge improvements in your sailing. And next 
summer – you may do well enough at the Nationals to be selected to travel to an overseas regatta.  

GREAT INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR NZ OPTIMIST SAILORS: 
This year two new international events have opened up for New Zealand Optimist sailors.  

New Caledonian Nationals will be held in November 2005 and there are places for 15 sailors 
from New Zealand to attend. NZIODA will be inviting proven and up and coming young sailors 
to go to this event.  
NZ has also been invited to send 7 sailors to the Asian Nationals in Thailand also in November. 
This should be a very worthwhile event with some of the top sailors in the world there. NZIODA 
will be looking to send a strong team to this event.  
Both these events will require sailors to fund their own way. 
Selection criteria have not been finalized but if you did well at the Nationals at Taipa in your age 
group, watch this space. You may get the chance to travel overseas to your first regatta.   

Australia   Optimist sailing in Australia is growing and the Aussies are putting a big push into the 
optimist class. Optimist Opportunity Week takes place in Brisbane from June 25th – July 3rd 2005. 
This includes a 6 race winter series at Mooloolaba Yacht Club, coaching week at the Royal 
Queensland Yacht Squadron in Manly followed by the Queensland State Opti Champs (6 races). 
This is open to all NZ Opti sailors but there are limited charter boats so if you’d like to go you 
will need to act quickly. 
The Australian Nationals also held at the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron from Jan 7th – 13th 

2006. This event is open to sailors from New Zealand. If you need any information about sailing 
in Australia contact Keith Elliot sailone@sailone.co.nz

 

or Penny bgrayson@ihug.co.nz

       



 
UPCOMING EVENTS

   
Mid-Winter Fund Raising Regatta – Sunday June 19th, - Kohimarama Yacht Club 
Auckland.  (NOR is attached ) 
This annual event is now in its third year and is the last opportunity for Optimist sailors to pit 
their skills against the World and Asean teams before they head off overseas to compete. It is 
important to give these guys practice on a crowded start line so all Opti sailors need to be there to 
get our top sailors sharp.  
All youth classes are included in this regatta – entry fees are donated to the travelling teams.  
Your being there will make a difference – so get out those thermals and beanies and be there. 

  

UPDATE ON THE TRAVELLING TEAMS

  

The glamour of overseas travel and regattas always begins with the often boring task of 
fundraising and this year has been no exception. NZIODA have put in applications for both teams 
to a number of different trusts for travel costs and coaching etc and this requires hours of tedious 
form filling – thanks especially to David Glen and Jeff Hopper for their time and efforts here. 
Thanks to the NZ International Yachting Trust Inc, Scottswood Trust, Lions Foundation and 
Southern Trust who have already made substantial contributions. 

  

 

          

  

The 2005 Opti Gala Event and Auction held at the Royal NZ Yacht Squadron was a huge 
success with 175 tickets sold. Parents of the travelling sailors, spearheaded by Bridget Kool put a 
huge effort into this event. Guest speaker Don Cowie entertained with wild stories of yachting 
campaigns and auctioneer extraordinaire Kevin Robertson sold items which friends, families and 
businesses had generously donated. The evening raised in excess of $30,000 which was a 
fantastic result. Thanks to everyone who helped put the event together, donated items and  who 
came along and supported the Optimist sailors.   

There are three items still to auction – they can be viewed and you can bid on the Opti website. 
Go to www.optimist.co.nz to be part of the action.  
There’s Rudy Project glasses, Friday racing on a beautiful Farr 40 “Bobby’s Girl” and 5 nights 
accommodation in luxury villas in Rarotonga, all up for grabs.      So put your bid in now!! 

                                            

  

The Boat Show is a traditional fundraising platform for the Worlds Team and this year both 
teams will man their stand throughout the weekend. This is a long and onerous task – asking 
(begging)  passers-by for donations - so if you are at the Boat Show make sure you find the Opti 
sailors and have a friendly chat!! The teams would like to thank Southern Pacific and Yamaha 
who have donated an inflatable and motor to raffle.      

Thanks also goes to Altex for Sponsoring the Worlds Team for a second year.  

http://www.optimist.co.nz


The Altex Worlds Team of Paul Snow-Hansen, Daniel Willcox, Carl Evans, Luke Deegan and 
Jason Saunders are heading to Lake Silverplana, St Moritz in Switzerland for the Worlds Optimist 
Championships beginning on July 25th. The lake is in the mountains high above sea level and cold 
water temperatures are expected. Icebreaker, Line 7 and Events Clothing have helped kit the 
sailors out in warm gear so the cold should be no problem to the tough kiwi team!! Visit the 
Worlds website for spectacular pics of the venue http://optimist.ch/

  
The sailors are heading to 

away in early July for warm up regattas in Europe before the big one.    

                                

 

              


