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The second half of the summer sailing season is underway, and its only 50 days until the Opti Nationals 
in Taipa. There are a large number of regattas coming up so there are plenty of opportunities for you to 
get out there and sharpen up your skills in preparation for the Nationals. 
Over the holidays the Tanner Cup and P Nationals were held at Tauranga and our Opti sailors Paul 
Snow Hansen, Carl Evans and Daniel Willcox were to the fore. Paul won the prized double - the 
Tanner Cup and Tauranga Cup to top off a fantastic year for him.  
Carl was second in the Tanner Cup and Carl and Daniel chased Paul all the way in the Tauranga Cup – 
it all came down to the last race – and they finished second and third respectively. Susannah, also in the 
2004 World Team was second girl.  

UPCOMING EVENTS:

  

Sail Auckland Regatta

 

– Kohimarama Yacht Club Feb 5th and 6th 

Green and Open Fleets racing. Registration from 8am. NOR at www.kyc.org.nz   
Also sailing at KYC are Ps, Starlings, Splashes, Laser class, 420s, 470s, 29ers, 49ers, boards. Always a 
“buzzy “regatta where younger sailors mix it with the older Olympic classes sailors. Don’t miss it - 
security in place to leave boats on site overnight.  

Mercury Bay Boating Club – Green Fleet only Regatta – Feb 5th & 6th 2005

 

A great chance to visit the beautiful Whitianga – NOR and enquiries – Russell Chaney at 
mercuryb@xtra.co.nz

   

Eastern Beach Regatta –  Auckland - February 12th 2005

 

Contact Teresa Tootill for details teresa.bbyc@xtra.co.nz

   

New Plymouth Club Regatta – Feb 19th & 20th 2005 – All Classes

 

NPYC are hosting the 2006 P and Starling Nationals so this is the opportunity for sailors to get a taste 
of Taranaki sailing and hospitality. Enquiries to Judy Julian 06 751 3173 or julianfamily@xtra.co.nz

   

Auckland Girls Regatta – Kohimarama Yacht Club – Saturday Feb 19th

 

This is always a special regatta for the girls. NOR on www.kyc.org.nz

  

http://www.kyc.org.nz
http://www.kyc.org.nz


Auckland Boys Regatta – Murrays Bay Yacht Club – Saturday Feb 19th

 
NOR at www.murraysbay.co.nz  This promises to be a great contest – boys only!  

South Island Champs – Nelson Yacht Club Feb 26th & 27th

 
NOR is attached and contact tuberwood@Xtra.co.znnz for more details. The NOR and entry form has 
been emailed to all members - contact Penny if you want it again bgrayson@ihug.co.nz

   

Lake Taupo Yacht Club Mighty River Power Regatta – March 12th & 13th

 

NOR is attached with this newsletter. A wonderful venue to warm up for the Nationals. 
Contact cutters-motorinn@clear.net.nz for more details.  

Optimist Nationals Taipa Sailing Club – Easter 2005

 

The official website for the Nationals is now launched – visit it now to download your NOR and 
entry form for the event. www.taipaoptiregatta2005.co.nz

 

Entries need to be received by March 4th.   

GREEN FLEET GUIDELINES  

Objective:  
The objective of this Green Fleet will be to offer younger siblings and lesser experienced sailors the opportunity 
to sail at and participate in the OptiNats without their feeling the need or burden to sail in the 12 race Open Fleet 
regatta.  
The Green Fleet entries will receive the same entry packs, teeshirts, and participate in spot prize draws with the 
Open Fleet sailors. 
Regatta details: 
7 races over courses that will be separate to the Open Fleet courses.  
The emphasis in the Green Fleet will be on the sailors having fun and improving their sailing.   

Who might participate in the Green Fleet regatta ?  
It is unlikely that prospective Green Fleet sailors will have sailed in an Open Fleet regatta over >30 boats (ie. 
they may have sailed in a small regatta). 
Indicatively, it is expected that sailors in the Green Fleet will relate to any or all of the following guidelines:  

 

be 12 years and under; and/or 

 

have sailed for less than 2 seasons; and/or 

 

finished outside the top 30 in the Green Fleet at the 2004 North Island Champs in Taupo.  

For those sailors ‘on the cusp’ between Open and Green fleets, the opportunity will exist for sailors to sail in the 
2005 Auckland Champs to be held at Eastern Beach on 5 / 6 March 2005 before making a final election as to 
which fleet they sail in the Nationals. They must however put an entry in for the Nationals prior to the cut-off on 
4 March 2005. In the event that someone elects to sail in the Green fleet, having submitted an entry for the Open 
fleet at the Nationals, a refund will be made for the difference in the entry fees.  

If you have any questions about whether a sailor should sail in the Green Fleet, please do not 
hesitate to contact David Glen (ph 021.507410, davidg@epic.co.nz)      

http://www.murraysbay.co.nz


  
NOTICE OF MEETING  

The Annual General Meeting of New Zealand International Optimist Dinghy Association 
Incorporated is to be held at Taipa Area School Multi-Cultural Centre at 6.30 pm on Sunday, 27 

March 2005   

Agenda:  

1. Present 

2. Roll call 

3. Apologies 

4. Minutes of Meeting held 12 April 2004 

5. President’s Report 

6. Finance Report 

7. Registrar’s Report 

8. Measurer’s Report 

9. Election of Officers 

10. Discussion re venues for 2006 Nationals 

11. General Business       

2006 OPTIMIST NATIONALS

  

Any clubs who are interested in hosting the 2006 Nationals need to be planning now and putting 
together a submission to be presented at the AGM in Taipa. Written expressions of interests to be sent 
as soon as possible to NZIODA,  P.O Box  1526,  Auckland.  

      



RESULTS

  
Anniversary Day Regatta – Kohimarama Yacht Club Jan 31sr 2005

 
The forecast wasn’t great but the weather came to the party -  a great sailing day.   

Open Fleet     Green Fleet 
1st  Daniel Willcox   Max Korte 
2nd  Luke Deegan    James Little 
3rd  Paul Snow-Hansen   Rosalie Korte 
4th  Susannah Pyatt   Jennifer Mackay 
5th  Frankie Lardies   Alexia Langley 
6th  Thomas Saunders   Sam Neil 
7th  Marcus Hansen   Sam Reeves 
8th  Jason Saunders   Felicity Ellis 
9th  Carl Evans    Matthew Spray 
10th  Alex Maloney    Charlotte McElroy  

2004 OPTIMIST OCEANIA CHAMPIONSHIPS NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA

  

Three months ago six talented young Optimist sailors came together to form the New Zealand Optimist 
team which was to compete in the 2004 Oceania Championships, held in, Noumea, New Caledonia.  
They trained as a squad every Sunday from late October until they were to leave on December 10th. 
Cameron McKee came from as far a field as Nelson each weekend, and Thomas Saunders would come 
up from Tauranga.  The other four sailors came from the Auckland area, Mathew Jones from Murrays 
Bay, Anthony Crossan from Bucklands Beach, and Luke Deegan and Sam Marshall from Howick.  We 
had one training session in each of the team members’ home club, which worked well and built a really 
unified team which was to become evident later in the regatta. 
As we walked off the plane we were hit by a hot strong trade wind, this was heaven!  The next couple 
of days we trained in this 15-20 knot trade for half a day and then for the remainder of the day we 
sailed catamarans.  The trade wind dropped off the day the regatta started in-keeping with my 
experience of sailing in overseas locations, you’ll never get what is expected.  Our Kiwi team sailed 
extremely well in the trying conditions with four of our six sailors in the top ten, the best placing 
second overall behind the French national champion.  The last race of the series was especially exciting 
for me as the team coach with five of our team leading the race at one stage or another, the breeze was 
on its way back up. 
After the fleet racing regatta we had a lay day where the kids and there families ensured I had a great 
birthday.  The next morning the next regatta begun… A teams racing regatta, we entered two teams 
into the regatta.  The races were held just meters off a grandstand which was filled with vocal 
supporters.  Both of our teams made it through to the semis but the draw intentionally prevented an all 
Kiwi final.  New Caledonia raced the Kiwi team in the final with the other kiwi team beating the Cook 
Islands in the third and fourth sail-off.  A loud kiwi chant rung out through the grandstand as the kids 
sailed excellently as a team to win the first two races in a best of three final, silencing the home crowd.   
All in all it was an awesome result with the kids making friendships that will last a lifetime.  I was 
proud to be coach of such a team and would like to thank all those that supported us to make this event 
a success for our Kiwi kids. 
By Andrew Wills, Coach 



 

The NZ Team  - Scaring the Oppostion with our Haka 
For the record we finished the individual championship with Thomas Saunders on the podium in 2nd 

place, Luke Deegan 4th, Mathew Jones 7th, Sam Marshall 10th, Anthony Crossan13th and Cameron 
McKee 17th giving us 4 sailors in the top 10, Thomas had a great regatta, sailing fast and consistently 
all week, Mathew's result hid how well he sailed, he certainly merited a top 5 and the rest of our team 
felt they should have achieved better but our fatty's in particular were handicapped by the conditions 
which were, of course, unseasonable.  

For the teams racing NZL  1 was made up of Luke Deegan, Thomas Saunders, and Sam Marshall, who 
sailed the round robin undefeated, beat NZL 2 in the semi and went on to beat the hometown team New 
Caledonia 2 – 0 in the final and claim the Oceania  Teams Racing Championship, NZL 2, Anthony 
Crossan, Mathew Jones and Cameron McKee defeated the Cook Islands 2 – 0 in the sail off to claim 3rd 

place in the championship.  

New Zealand International Optimist Dinghy Association (NZIODA) 2005 Coaching 
Clinic

  

The NZIODA has just completed its 4th annual high performance clinic at Willow Park Christian 
Camp, Eastern Beach, Auckland. The clinic is open to 55 junior sailors in the Optimist class in New 
Zealand and 5 places were made available to junior sailors from New Caledonia.  

The aim of the clinic is aimed at improving the performance through top level coaching which provides 
the skills necessary for top level sailors to compete successfully at the Optimist World championships.  
Judging by the results of the 2004 championships in Ecuador, which the New Zealand team won, last 
year’s clinic achieved its aim.  The coaching team came from New Zealand, UK, USA, Argentina, New 
Caledonia and Australia.  

The clinic enjoyed perfect conditions, with warm temperatures and a range of wind strengths and only 
moderate waves. The sailors participated in a range of activities on the water including boat handling 
skills, start practices, team racing and a 3 race regatta on the last day.  Onshore the sailors were taught 
strategy, participated in team building games and on the last night enjoyed a talk by Bruce Kendall, NZ 
Olympic Gold and Bronze medallist for boardsailing. 



 
Readers interested in participating next year should join the NZIODA by contacting Kathy 
Elliott the Association registrar by phoning 09  376 6763 or emailing sailone@clear.net.nz and 
then watching the Association newsletter for news of the clinic.  

Key personnel organizing the clinic were: 
Clinic Organiser:  Barry Davies,   Coaching Manager: Andrew Wills,   Camp Manager: Richard Aitken 
The NZIODA would like to thank Barry & Dianne Davies for their organization and oversight of the 
Clinic and the Willow Park Christian Camp for providing a faultlessly run venue for the clinic.  

Clinic Regatta Results:

 

1st  Luke Deegan  Howick, Auckland 
2nd  Mark Hansen  Whangarei 
3rd  Thomas Saunders Tauranga 
4th  Brittany Wornall Christchurch 
5th  Susannah Pyatt Murrays Bay, Auckland 
6th  Ben Lutze  Taipa 
7th  George Kool  Glendowie, Auckland 
8th  Alexandra Maloney Kerikeri 
9th  Tim Coltman  Wellington 
10th  Jamie Dawson  Murrays Bay, Auckland 
11th  Kayne Jacobsen Whangarei  
12th  Russell Hopper Murrays Bay, Auckland 
13th  Paul Nicholls  Glendowie, Auckland  

New 2005 designs to help you reach your goals on 
the race track 

As used by Thomas Saunders, NZ Oceania Rep   

Free Optimist Racing Clinic for  
Doyle Customers,  

Monday March 14th and 21st, 4.30-7.00pm  

Contact Andrew Wills for enquiries 
307 0799 (wk) 021 535 735 (mob) 

andrewwills@doylesails.co.nz

 


