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TAIPA OPTIMIST NATIONALS 2005 
Thanks to the Taipa Yacht Club and all the Northland Yachting Association 
clubs and personnel for a wonderful regatta in a wonderful venue.  

2005 Toyota OptiNats Report  -  By David Glen (retiring NZIODA President)  

Where is Taipa? Why choose Taipa?  Can Taipa run a regatta?  Well the Opti community got all the 
answers over Easter when nearly 250 Opti sailors from all over New Zealand enjoyed a fabulous 4 days 
racing on the beautiful Doubtless Bay. Everyone found Taipa, it was a great venue and Taipa Sailing Club 
put on a great regatta. There were also sailors visiting from New Caledonia, Australia and Japan. Sun, 
good warm winds, blue seas, dolphins and great sailing were enjoyed by all.  

The sailing conditions over 4 days were uncommonly varied and fair, with a full range of breezes being 
experienced over the long weekend. While generally in the 8 – 15 knot range, on Good Friday we saw a 
steady 20 knots and in the morning on both Saturday and Sunday a light 4- 8 knots were enjoyed by the 
lighter sailors.   

From the outset, most of sailors who represented New Zealand at the 2004 Worlds with distinction were to 
the fore – Paul Snow-Hansen, Daniel Willcox, Carl Evans and Frankie Lardies. However the highlight of 
day 1, sailed in fantastic ‘top of the range’ conditions with big swells and waves, was the outstanding 
performance of Marcus Hansen (Whangarei) who relishes a breeze and recorded 1,1,2 results to lead the 
chasing pack.   


